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Cold-storage  holdings  of  frozen 
vegetables  in  all  but  two  months  of 
recent  years  have  been  larger  than 
a  year  earlier.  This  reflects  the  up- 
ward trend  of  both  production  and  con- 
sumption in  the  United  States, 

Stocks  of  frozen  vegetables  begin 
to  increase  seasonally  after  midyear, 


when  the  new  packs  start  moving  into 
storage  in  heavy  volume,  and  reach  a 
peak  in  the  fall.  From  that  time  until 
major  production  operations  are  re- 
sumed in  the  following  year,  stocks 
comprise  the  principal  source  of  sup- 
plies available  to  fill  consumer  needs. 
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Table  1.-  Vegetables  for  fresh  market  and  potatoes  fear  marketing  in  early  1955: 
Commercial  acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production  of  principal 
croj«,  average  19*^9-53,  annual  195^^,  indicated  1955 


Crop  and 
seasonal 
group 


VEGETABLES 
Winter 
Artichokes 
Beans,  lima 
Beans,  snap 
Beets 
Broccoli 
Cabbage  l/ 
Carrots 
Cauliflower 
Celery 
Com,  sweet 

Cucumbers 

Egg  plant 

Escorole 

Rale 

Lettuce 

Peas,  green 

Peppers, 

green 
Shallots 
Spinach 
Tcxnatoes 
Total 

Spring 
Early  spring 
Asparagus  l/. 
Cabbage  l/~  j 
Onions 
Midspring 
Asparagus  l/ 
Late  spring 
Asparagus  1/ 1 
Onions 
Watermelons 
Total: 
Spring  3/ 
Winter  and 
spring  V 
Annual  Wj 


POTATOES  (Com- 
mercial early) 
Winter 

Early  spring 
Late  spring 
Summer 
Total 


Acres 


7,580 
780 
29,620 

5,51^ 
8,850 
i*7,380 
i^2,070 
3,580 
9,820 
it,040 

1,660 
730 
4,020 
2,920 
60,040 

2,710 
3,560 

3,100 
25,040 
13.660 


276.700 


Acres 


9,000 
400 

23,600 

6,000 

8,050 
46,300 

35,900 

5,100 

9,990 
9,900 

2,200 
800 
4,500 
3,000 
61,500 
1,000 

4,500 
2,800 
19,900 

17,400 
271.840 


Acres 


8,300 
650 
23,500 
5,500 
6,750 
41,200 
39,700 
5,710 
9,150 
8,600 

2,800 
800 
4,500 
2,700 
63,400 
500 

4,600 
3,300 
21,600 
16,500 


269.760 


70,390  72,400  2/76,000 

20,940  19,800  2/18,300 

34,740  39,500  38,000 

10,820  11,480  2/11,680 

49,890  59,820  2/61,450 

17,870  14, 800  2/14,700 


284,610 

326,500 

325,030 

561,270 

598,340 

594,790 

2,190,840  2,276,920 

Average 
1944-53 

11,540 
25,220 
160, 04o 
98,370 

12,200 
23,000 
115,700 
59,200 

12,900 
23,300 
131,550 

295,180 210,100 


Yield  per  swjre 


Production 


.  '^^-^Avera^e*         .  * 
1954:cated:*!r^^=:    1954  :  cated 

'.1955  ;-^^^~^^t  t  195$ 


Box 
Bushel 
Bushel 
Bushel 
Crate 

Ton 
Bushel: 
Crate  ; 
Crate  : 
5-doz. : 
ears  : 
Bushel: 
Bushel: 
Bushel: 
Bushel: 
Crate  : 
Bushel: 

Bushel 
Barrel 
Bushel 
Bushel 
Ton 


Crate 
Ton 
Sack 

Crate 

Crate 
Sack 
Melon 


Ton 


97 
90 
100 
132 
100 
7.42 
252 
270 
682 
127 


100  100 
75,  70 
120  110 
135  140 
108  98 
7.17  6.82 
252  241 
254  246 
756  756 
165  •  150 


1,000 
units 


737 
72 
2,933 
727 
895 
346,500 
10,350 
966 
6,720 
518 


1,000 
units 


900 
30 
2,832 
810 
868 
331,800 
9,050 
1,293 
7,554 
1,634 


1,000 
vinits 


830 
46 
2,585 
770 
660 
281,000 
9,565 
1,406 
6,920 
1,290 


156 

145 

100 

275 

319 

280 

411 

450 

475 

302 

360 

380 

488 

5^*5 

525 

1,976 

2,452 

2,362 

401 

350 

325 

1,172 

1,050 

878 

171 

184 

180 

10,159 

11,325 

11,422 

57 

60 

60 

146 

60 

30 

428 

385 

385 

1,491 

1,732 

1,771 

27 

27 

32 

85 

76 

106 

171 

173 

184 

4,203 

3,435 

3,974 

192 

210 

1^ 

2,625 

3,654 

3,135 

5.7 

1,474.2  1,557.2  l,'f76.7 

.76 

70 

5,371 

5,068 

6.24 

5.93 

129,400  117,500 

123 

no 

3,688 

4,3l^5 

87 

108 

1,177 

1,243 

80 

66 

3,991 

3,919 

261 

270 

4,611 

3,992 

336 

366 

26,145 

39,078 

9,'888 

10,611 

Average 
19Mf-53 


Average 
1944-53 


: Bushel: 
: Bushel: 
:Bushel: 
:Bushel; 

200 
165 
262 
210 

293  271 
275  — 

294  — 
203  — 

2,300 
3,990 
41, 044 
20,192 

3,571  3,500 
6,320 

33,967 
12,028 

: Bushel: 

235 

266  — 

67,526 

55,886 

1/  Includes  processing.  2/  Prospective.  -3/  Includes  spring  shallots.  4/  Includes  asparagus 
used  for  processing  smd  cabbage  used  for  sauerkraut. 
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SUMMARY 

Supplies  of  vegetables  for  fresh  market  sale  are  smaller  this 
winter  than  last.    Commercial  production  of  the  20  fresh  vegetables  is 
expected  to  be  about  5  percent  smaller  than  in  the  winter  of  195^;  and 
stocks  of  both  cabbage  and  onions  on  January  1  were  much  below  those  of 
a  year  earlier.    Supplies  of  potatoes,  sweetpotatoes,  and  both  canned  and 
frozen  vegetables  are  also  smaller  than  in  early  195^- 

Acreage  and  marketing  guides  announced  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  on  January  "^1,  1955  recommend  a  more  than  5  percent  smaller 
acreage  for  late -crop  potatoes  this  year  than  last,  and  a  slightly 
smaller  acreage  for  the  summer  and  fall  crops  of  the  major  fresh  vege- 
tables, summer  melons,  and  the  major  vegetables  grown  for  commercial 
processing.    The  acreage  recommended  for  sweetpotatoes  is  equal  to  that 
in  195^.    Yields  equal  to  the  average  for  recent  years  on  the  suggested 
acreages  v/ould  result  in  larger  production  in  1955  only  for  the  process- 
ing vegetables  and' eVeetpotatoes . 

Consumer  demand  for  fresh  vegetables  is  expected  to  continue 
about  as  strong  this  winter  as  last.    Consumer  incomes,  after  taxes, 
are  currently  slightly  above  a  year  earlier.    The  smaller  supplies  in 
prospect  this  winter  for  snap  beans,  broccoli,  cabbage,  celery,  sweet 
corn,  cucxjimbers,  onions,  and  tomatoes  probably  will  be  reflected  in 
higher  average  prices  than  last  winter. 


Technical  Bulletin  No.  1105,  "The  Demand  and 
Price  Structure  for  Selected  Vegetables,"  is 
now  being  distributed.    Copies  are  for  sale 
(Uo  cents)  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
Government  Printing  Of f ice, WaebingtCn  25,  D.C. 
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Total  supplies  of  coimnercially  processed  vegeta'bles,  "both  canned 
and  frozen^  available  for  distribution  during  the  remainder  of  the  195^1- ;?5 
marketing  year  are  somewhat  smaller  than  those  of  a  year  earlier.  But 
they  are  sufficient  tc  maintain  consumption  of  these  products  "by  civilians 
at  a  high  rate.    Retail  prices  of  most  processed  vegetahles  should  aver- 
age a  little  higher  in  the  next  several  months  than  in  the  same  period  of 
195^'    Canned  and  frozen  snap  beans  and  sweet  corn  may  be  the  major  ex- 
ceptions since  supplies  of  these  2  items  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were 
somewhat  larger  than  at  the  beginning  of  195^ • 

Stocks  of  merchantable  potatoes  on  January  1  totaled  ll8.2  million 
bushels,  about  6  percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier.    With  total  utiliza- 
tion likely  to  be  close  to  that  in  early  195^>  prices  received  by  farmers 
for  potatoes  are  expected  to  continue  well  above  the  very  low  level  of  a 
year  earlier  at  least  until  mid-spring.    Later  in  the  spring,  potato 
prices  will  depend  on  the  tonnage  harvested  at  that  time  for  sale  and  the 
pattern  of  marketings.    Indications  as  of  January  1  were  that  the  acreage 
planted  to  potatoes  for  spring  harvest  would  be  11  percent  larger  this 
year  than  last,  with  most  of  the  increase  occurring  in  the  seasonally  im- 
portant late -spring  area,    Cn  the  other  hand,  early  reports  indicate  a 
h  percent  smaller  total  acreage  to  be  planted  to  potatoes  in  the  inter- 
mediate and  late  States  this  year  than  in  193*^- 

Supplies  of  sweetpotatoes  axe  smaller  than  in  early  195^  and  prices 
during  the  remainder  of  the  195^-55  marketing  season  are  expected  to  con- 
tinue above  those  of  a  year  earlier.    The  195^  sweetpotato  crop,  currently 
being  marketed,  was  13  percent  smaller  than  the  1953  crop  and  the  third 
smallest  since  l38l.    Prices  received  by  growers  remained  below  a  year 
earlier  until  the  bulk  of  the  195^  crop  was  marketed,  and  then  advanced 
rather  sharply.    In  mid- January    growers  received  an  average  of  $2.83  per 
bushel,  li  percent  more  than  a  month  earlier  and  13  percent  over  mid- 
January  195^* 

Supplies  of  dry  edible  beans  are  s\ifficient  to  maintain  civilian 
consumption  of  these  commodities  in  195^-55  at  about  the  same  rate  per 
person  as  a  year  earlier.    White,  red  kidney  and  blackeye  beans  are  in 
smaller  supply  than  in  1953-5^;  hut  those  of  the  other  colored  beans 
(including  Pintos)  and  lima  beans  are  larger.    The  relatively  heavy  sales 
in  recent  months  of  dry  field  peas  for  export  indicate,   that  the  supply 
for  domestic  use  during  the  remainder  of  the  195^-55  marketing  year  is 
not  as  large  as  in  the  preceding  year.    Prices  received  by  growers  for 
both  dry  edible  beans  and  peas  in  prospect  for  the  coming  months  of  the 
current  marketing  period  are  expected  to  stimulate  increases  in  the  acre- 
ages planted  to  these  two  crops  in  1955-    Acreage  allotments  on  some  crops 
may  also  encourage  larger  plantings  of  beans  and  peas  this  year  than  last. 

COMMERCIAL  VEGETABLES  FOR  FRESH  MARKET 

Production  and  Value  of  195U  Crop 
Moderately  Smaller  Than  1933  Crop 

The  volume  of  the  principal  commercial  vegetables  produced  in  195^ 
for  fresh  market  sale  totaled  10.2  million  tons.    This  was  second  only  to 
record  1953  crop  of  10. 3  million  tons,  and  6  percent  above  the  average  for 
ztie  years  19^9-52. 
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The  small  decline  in  195^  was  for  the  most  part  caused  by  the 
-  — fiharp  reductions  in  the  onion  and  cahhage  crops,  which  more  than  oftset 
the  increases  for  tomatoes  and  watermelons.    The  latter  was  a  record  crop. 
Among  the  other  impKDrtant  crops,  reductions  were  reported  for  asparagus, 
"broccoli,  carrots,  cauliflower,  honeydew  melons,  and  spinach.    Ou  the 
other  hand,  increases  over  1953  occurred  for  snap  beans,  cantaloups, 
celery,  sweet  corn,  cucumbers,  lettuce,  and  green  peppers.    Except  for 
snap  beans  and  cucumbers,  production  of  each  vegetable  in  the  latter 
group  was  a  record  in  195^* 

The  spring  crop  was  the  only  one  of  the  year  that  was  larger — by 
k  percent — than  the  corresponding  crop  in  1953*    Production  during  the 
winter  was  about  equal  to  a  year  earlier,  while  the  summer  and  fall  crops 
were  each  down  3  percent.    The  reduction  in  the  summer  was  caused  mainly 
by  unfavorable  weather  which  reduced  yields.    The  acreage  harvested  was 
larger.    For  the  fall  crop,  the  smaller  output  in  195^  was  due  mainly  to 
the  smaller  acreage  harvested;  the  average  yield  was  about  equal  to  that 
of  a  year  earlier. 

The  value  of  the  I95U  commercial  vegetable  crop  was  $722.2  million, 
3  percent  less  than  that  of  -ohe  preceding  year.    Although  this  was  lower 
than  in  any  year  since  1950,  it  was  about  equal  to  the  19^9-52  average. 
The  value  was  higher  than  in  1953  for  only  5  of  the  26  vegetables  for 
which  data  were  reported — eggplant,  garlic,  kale,  lettuce,  and  onions. 

Prospects  Are  for  a  Smaller  Crop 
of  Winter  Vegetables  Than  in  I95U 

Conditions  on  January  1  indicated  that  the  production  of  commercial 
vegetables  this  winter  for  fresh  market  sale  would  be  about  5  percent 
smaller  than  that  of  a  year  earlier,  but  about  equal  to  the  5 -year  (19^9- 
53)  average.    The  expected  production  decline  is  attributed  to  lower 
yields  than  those  experienced  in  the  winter  of  195^+  when  weather  condi- 
tions were  comparatively  favorable.    The  indicated  acreage  to  be  harvested 
this  winter  is  almost  as  large  as  that  of  last  winter.    Low  temperatures 
in  the  latter  part  of  December  reduced  yields  on  several  crops  in  Florida 
and  slowed  the  growth  and  development  of  all  vegetable  crops  in  Califor- 
nia and  Arizona.    Cold  weather  in  mid-January  was  damaging  to  the  tender 
winter -vegetable  crops  being  harvested  in  the  Everglades  section  of  Florida. 

Among  the  major  winter -season  vegetables,  production  of  snap  beans, 
broccoli,  cabbage,  celery,  sweet  corn,  escarole,  and  tomatoes  is  expected 
to  be  smaller  than  last  winter.    The  total  reduction  for  these  crops  is 
expected  to  more  than  offset  increases  in  prospect  for  carrots,  caiili- 
f lower,  lettuce,  green  peppers,  and  spinach. 

January  1  Stocks  of  Cabbage 
and  Onions  Smaller 
Than  Year  Earlier 

Stocks  of  Danish-type  cabbage  in  upstate  New  York  on  January  1 
totaled  40,000  tons,  nearly  a  third  smaller  than  a  year  earlier  but  57  per- 
cent above  the  19^3-52  average  for  that  date.    This  year's  stocks  were 
equivalent  to  26  percent  of  production  compared  with  hO  percent  last  year 
when  the  early  fall  Danish-type  crop  in  New  York  was  moderately  smaller. 
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The  total  quantity  of  merchantable  onions  In  sLoragt  on  January  i, 
1955  was  alinost  10  million  sacks  (50  pounds).     This  was  20  percent  smalltjf 
than  a  year  earlier  but  11  percent  larger  than  the  average  for  the  years 
1946-53.    Holdings  in  the  eiastern  States  at  the  beginning  of  this  year 
vere  down  considerably  (by  39  percent)  from  the  unusually  large  stocks  of 
a  year  earlier,  but  were  still  much  above  average.    In  the  central  and  the 
western  States,  where  stocks  were  larger  than  reported  for  the  east,  hold- 
ings were  also  smaller  than  on  January  1,  195^ — "by  6  and  16  percent,  re- 
spectively. 

USDA  Guides  for  Summer 
and  Fall  Vegetables 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  recently  announced  acreage  and  mar- 
keting guides  for  commercial  fresh  vegetables  to  be  grown  for  harvest  this 
summer  and  fall.    For  the  summer  vegetables  the  guides  recommend  a  1  percent 
smaller  acreage  for  harvest  this  year  than  last.    Among  the  I6  vegetables 
covered,  a  larger  acreage  for  harvest  was  suggested  f^r  cauliflower,  sweet 
corn,  and  t^pmatoes;  and  about  the  same  acreage  as  in  the  summer  of  195^  for 
lima  beans,  eggplant,  onions,  green  peas,  and  spinach.    Reductions  were 
outlined  for  snap  beans,  beets,  cabbage,  carrots,  celery,  cucumbers,  let- 
tuce, and  green  peppers.    Yields  equal  to  those  of  recent  years  on  the 
suggesterl  acreages  would  result  in  a  total  tonnage  2  percent  smaller  than 
that  produced  commercially  during  the  summer  of  195^  for  fresh  market  sale. 

The  guides  for  15  fall -season  vegetables  suggest  a  1  percent  smaller 
acreage  to  be  harvested  than  a  year  earlier.    Increases  are  recommended 
for  fall-season  snap  beans,  cauliflower,  and  lettuce;  and  reductions  for 
cabbage,  carr-^ts,  celery,  sweet  corn,  cucumbers,  eggplant,  and  green 
peppers.    For  lima  beans,  broccoli>  green  peas,  spinach,  and  tomatoes  the 
guides  suggest  an  acreage  a.bout  equal  to  that  harvested  in  fall  195^.  If 
yields  on  these  acreages  are  equal  to  the  average  of  recent  years,  commer- 
cial production  of  vegetal)les  for  fresh  sale  would  be  h  percent  smaller 
this  fall  than  last. 

A  12  percent  smaller  harvested  acreage  this  year  than  in  195^  was 
suggested  for  summer  melons,  with  the  r Auctions  to  apply  to  the  acreage 
for  mid-sumraer  cantaloups,  and  early-  and  late-summer  watermelons.  The 
1955  acreages  suggested  for  early-  and  late -summer  cantaloups  were  both 
equal  to  those  of  last  year.    Yields  equal  to  those  of  recent  years  on 
the  recommended  acreages  would  result  in  a  U -percent  smaller  total  pro- 
duction this  year  than  in  195^«  .  ..  v-j 
•■  iaiv 

^TEGETABLES  FOR  COMMERCIAL  PROCESSING 

■,•]■-■)■ 

195 U  Crop  Belov  1953 

But  Above  Average  ; 

Production  of  11  major  vegetables  in  195^  for  commercial  processing 
is  estimated  at  5,953^300  tons.    Although  this  was  10  percent  smaller  than 
the  1953  total,  it  was  about  h  percent  larger  than  the  19^3-52  annual  av- 
erage of  5,744  thousand  tons. 


Output  of  asparagiis  and  snap  beaus  exceeded  that  in  1953 ^  with 
the  snap  bean  crop  setting  a  record  high.    But  these  increases  were  nuch 
more  than  offset  by  production  declines  for  the  other  9  processing  vegeta- 
bles.   The  tonnage  of  green  peas  harvested  for  canning  and  freezing  was 
the  smallest  since  19^9,  and  those  of  spinach  and  tomatoes  for  processirig 
were  the  lowest  since  1950,    Smaller  processing  crops  than  in  1953  were 
also  reported  for  lima  beans ^  beets,  cabbage  for  ki^aut,  sweet  corn,  cu- 
cumbers for  pickling,  and  pimientos. 

Small  Crop  Due  To  Reduced 
Acreage  And  Yields 

The-  smaller  crop  of  major  vegetables  for  processing,  195^  than  in 
1953 ;  resulted  from  declines  in  both  the  harvested  acreage  and  yield  per 
acre.    The  acreage  harvested  in  195^+  totaled  1,737  thousand,  k  percent 
smaller  than  a  year ; earlier  and  almost  6  percent  less  than  the  comparable 
19^3-52  average.    The  yield  for  all  the  processing  vegetables  averaged 
6  percent  below  thiat  in  1953,  "but  10  percent  above  the  10 -year  average. 

The  acreage  of  tomatoes  for  processing  harvested  in  195^  was  the 
smallest  in  28  years.    On  the  other  hand,  the  harvested  acreage  of  as- 
paragus was  the  largest  on  record,  that  for  lima  beans  the  second  largest 
of  record,  and  that  for  snap  beans  was  exceeded  anly  in  19^3  and  19kk. 
Harvested  acreages  of  beets,  cabbage  for  sauerkraut,  sweet  corn,  green 
peas  and  spinach  were  below  1953  and  the  19^3-52  average. 

Total  Value  Of  Processing  Crops 
Below  1953  But  Above  Average 


The  total  fanh  value  of  the  major  vegetables  grown  commercially 
in  195^1  for  processing  is  2^^3.7  million  dollars,  12  percent  lower  than 
a  year  earlier  but  8  percent  above  the  19I+3-52  average.    The  decline  from 
1953  was  largely  the  result  of  the  smaller  tonnage  harvested  and  to  a 
smaller  degree  the  lower  season  average  price..    Aspara^pas  and  splaech  vere 
the  only  2  major  processing  crops  for  which  the  price  was  higher  than  in 
1953. 

Guides  Suggest  Smaller  Acreage  For 
Processing  Crops  In  I955 
Than  Harvested  In  19$i4- 


The  acreage  and  marketing  gu^.d«s  for. .1955  anno^onced  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  on  January  3I  suggested  a  1  percent  smaller  total 
acreage  of  9  important  commercial  vegetables  for  processing  than  that 
planted  last  year.    The  increases  recommended  for  green  peas,  spinach 
and  tomatoes  are  a  little  more  than  offset  by  reductions  for  lima  beans, 
snap  beans,  cabbage  for  sauerkraut  and  sweet  corn.    The  guides  also 
suggest  a  planted  acreage  for  beets  and  cucumbers  for  pickling  about  as 
large  as  in  195^.    With  a  yield  per  acre  equal  to  the  average  of  recent 
years,  production  of  processing  vegetables  on  the  reoommended  acreage 
would  be  2  percent  larger  than  last  year . 
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CANNED  VEGETABLES 

Incomplete  Data  Indicate  Smaller 
Supplies  Than  A  Year  Earlier 

Packs  of  several  Important  items  reported  through  late  January  1955 
point  to  a  somewhat  smaller  total  pack  in  195''-  than  in  1953'  Substantial 
reductions  from  a  year  earlier  are  indicated  for  canned  green  peas,  tomato 
juice,  pimientos,  pumpkin  and  squash,  and  the  California  pack  of  tomato 
paste.    Slight  to  moderate  declines  from  1953  occurred  for  sweet  corn,  whole 
tomatoes,  and  the  packed- equivalent  of  the  cuciimber  crop  for  pickles  and  the 
cabbage  crop  for  sauerkraut.    These  reductions  are  expected  to  be  partly 
offset  by  larger  packs  of  canned  asparagus,  lima  beans,  snap  beans,  tomato 
sauce,  and  tomato  catsup.    Those  of  asparagus,  lima  beans  and  snap  beans 
were  much  larger  in  195^  than  a  year  earlier. 

Data  on  packers '  and  distributors '  stocks  of  a  number  of  major  canned 
vegetables  as  of  January  1  probably  will  be  available  in  early  February.  Re- 
ports for  earlier  periods  indicate  that  current  stocks  probably  are  somewhat 
larger  than  a  year  earlier  for  canned  asparagus,  lima  beans,  snap  beans, 
sweet  corn,  and  sauerkraut  packed  in  bulk.    On  the  other  hand,  stocks  of 
canned  green  peas,  tomatoes,  and  tomato  juice  appear  to  be  somewhat  lower. 

FROZEN  VEGETABLES 
New  Pack  Below  Record  1953  Level 

Preliminary  indications  are  that  the  195^  pack  of  commercially  frozen 
vegetables  did  not  reach  the  record  level  of  1953*    Data  collected  by  the 
National  Association  of  Frozen  Food  Packers  point  to  substantially  smaller 
packs  of  frozen  asparagus,  cut  corn,  and  spring-season  harvested  spinach 
than  in  1953  and  a  moderate  reduction  for  frozen  green  peas. 

Holdings  of  frozen  vegetables  in  cold  storage  at  the  end  of  195^  to- 
taled 636.4  million  pounds,  almost  10  percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier. 
Declines  for  asparagus,  broccoli,  cauliflower,  green  peas,  pumpkin  and 
squash,  and  spinach  more  than  offset  increases  for  lima  beans,  snap  beans, 
Brussels  sprouts  and  sweet  corn. 

This  is  the  first  time  in  recent  years  that  stocks  of  frozen  vege- 
tables at  the  end  of  the  year  were  smaller  than  at  the  beginning.  Holdings 
at  the  beginning  of  195^  were  10  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier,  but  the 
decline  through  May  was  faster  than  in  1953-    The  seasonal  increase  in 
stocks  after  mid-summer  was  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  reflecting  largely 
the  smaller  pack  and  a  high  rate  of  consumption.    Holdings  at  the  end  of 
October  were  below  those  on  the  same  date  in  195 3 • 

POTATOES 

Potato  Stocks  8  Percent 
Smaller  Than  A  Year  Earlier 

Stocks  of  merchantable  potatoes  held  in  or  near  growing  areas  on 
January  1  totaled  118.2  million  bushels,  almost  8  percent  less  than  a  year 
earlier.    Stocks  were  smaller  than  in  195^  in  the  eastern  late  States  (15-2 
percent),  the  western  late  States  (4.2  percent),  and  in  the  intermediate 
States  (less  than  1  percent).    Partly  offsetting  these  declines  were  the 
3.7  percent  larger  stocks  held  in  the  central  late  States.    The  stock  esti- 
mates Include  all  potatoes  available  for  sale  for  food  and  nonfood  purposes. 
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Prices  Received  For  195^  Crop  Much 
Above  Low  Levels  For  1953 

The  season-average  price  l/  received  by  growers  for  195^-crop 
potatoes  is    estimated  to  be  more  than  half  again  higher  than  the  low 
level  for  the  preceding  crop.    However,  the  195^  crop  average  has  been 
exceeded  eight  times  in  the  last  15  years --which  includes  some  years 
during  which  a  price-support  program  was  in  operation. 

Prices  received  for  195^ -crop  potatoes  began  to  strengthen  in 
spring  195^  and  continued  at  a  higher  level  than  a  year  earlier  into  the 
second  half  of  the  195^-crop  marketing  season.    Among  the  important  fac- 
tors which  helped  bolster  prices  last  spring  were  the  prospect  for  a 
smaller  crop  in  the  early-commercial  potato  areas  which  harvest  the  crop 
in  late  spring;  and  the  reduction  of  the  heavy  supplies  of  late -1953 
crop  potatoes  through  diversion  and  other  means .    The  smaller  intermediate 
and  late  crops  in  195^  plus  the  better  geographical  distribution  of  pro- 
duction of  the  late  crop  than  in  1953  helped  maintain  prices  to  growers 
at  a  much  higher  level  than  a  year  earlier  into  January  1955 • 

With  merchantable  stocks  of  late -crop  potatoes  smaller  and  con- 
sumption by  civilians  at  a  rate  close  to  that  in  early  195^;  farm  prices 
of  potatoes  this  winter  probably  will  remain  well  above  the  very  low 
ones  of  last  winter.    The  Department  of  Agriculture,  in  response  to 
recent  requests  for  a  starch  diversion  program  or  other  assistance, 
indicated  on  January  26  that  current  marketing  comditions  do  not  warrant 
an  assistance  program  for  the  remaining  195^  late  crop  potatoes. 

Larger  Exports  and  Smaller  Imports 
Than  Year  Earlier  in  Prospect 
For  Next  Few  Months 

With  the  195^  potato  crop  in  Canada  25  percent  smaller  than 
the  1953  crop,  potato  exports  from  the  United  States  during  the  winter 
and  spring  of  1955  are  expected  to  continue  larger  than  a  year  earlier, 
and  imports  smaller.    During  September  and  October  195i+,  the  last  2 
months  for  which  official  data  are  available,  exports  from  the  United 
States  totaled  almost  2  million  bushels .    This  was  more  than  a  fifth 
higher  than  a  year  earlier.    Exports  to  Canada  during  these  2  months-- 
al though  smaller  than  the  volume  shipped  to  Cuba- -were  equivalent 
to  0.7  million  bushels,  about  9  times  that  exported  in  September  and 
October  1953- 

Imports  of  potatoes  during  September  and  October  1954,  totaled 
the  equivalent  of  7,500  bushels  compared  with  73; 900  bushels  imported  a 
year 'earlier .    The  decline  in  imports  was  significant  for  both  seed-stock 
and  table -stock  potatoes. 

Import  Regulations  on  Potatoes 
Become  Effective  February  7 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  on  January  5,  1955  issued 
regulations  specifying  the  minmum  grade  and  size  requirements  of 
potatoes  imported  into  the  United  States.    The  regulations,  which  become 
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effective  on  February  7,  limit  imports  of  round  white  or  red  skinfiad 
varieties  to  U.  S.  No.  1  or  "better  grade,  2  inches  minimum  diameter  when 
the  potatoes  are  in  packs  of  100  pounds  or  more;  or  to  U.  S.  No.  1, 
size  A,  2  inches  minimum  diameter ^  when  in  packs  of  less  than  100  pounds. 
For  the  lone  white  varietes,  such  as  the  Russet  Burbank,  the  req.uire- 
. merits  see:    U.  S.  No.  2  or  better  grade ;  Size       2  inches  minimiim  diam- 
eter or  k  ounces  minimum  weight.    The  reg-ulations  do  not  apply  to  imports 
of  certified  seed. 

Canada^  the  major  source  for  our  imported  tablestock  and  seed 
potatoes^  has  regulations  limiting  exports  of  their  potatoes  to  the 
grades  and  sizes  which  are  similar  to  those  mentioned  above. 

The  import  controls  imposed  by  the  USDA  regulations  are  authorized 
under  Section  6o8e  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Act  of  1937^  as  amended. 
The  Act  prohibits  the  importation  of  potatoes  and  a  number  of  specified 
fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  that  fail  to  meet  the  requirements  as  to 
grade ^  size,  quality,  and  maturity  provisions  in  effect  with  respect  to 
such  commodity  under  a  marketing  order.    Potatoes  are  one  of  the  commod- 
ities for  which  marketing  orders  are  currently  in  effect. 

Indicated  1933  Commercial  Early 
Winter  and  Spring  Acreage 
Larger  Than  in  1934 

Reports  from  producing  areas  point  to  a  planted  acreage  of  167^730 
acres  for  the  1955  winter  and  spring  early-commercial  potato  crop^ 
11  percent  more  than  last  year.    The  largest  increases  are  indicated  for 
the  late -spring  area,  especially  in  Alabama  and  Ceilifornia  where  the 
acreage  last  year  was  much  smaller  than  in  1953. 

The  indicated  winter  crop  of  early  commercial  potatoes --which  will 
comprise  a  relatively  minor  part  of  the  total  supplies  of  potatoes  avail- 
able for  sale  in  January-March --is  a  little  smaller  this  year  than  last 
because  of  reduced  yields  per  acre.    The  indicated  acreage  for  harvest 
is  more  than  3  percent  larger  than  in  winter  195^- 

The  volume  of  early -commercial  potatoes  harvested  this  spring  is 
expected  to  be  larger  than  that  of  spring  195^-    Production  in  early 
spring  probably  will  be  close  to  that  of  a  year  earlier  since  acreage  is 
indicated  to  be  only  a  little  larger  than  that  planted  in  195^-  The 
crop  that  will  be  harvested  in  late  spring  is  expected  to  exceed  that  of 
a  year  earlier  because  the  indicated  acreage  is  up  about  one -seventh 
from  that  planted  in  late  spring  195^-    If  the  average  yield  on  the  in- 
dicated 1955  acreage  equals  the  1950-5^  average,  the  crop  would  be  much 
larger  than  that  of  195*+  and  could  have  a  depressing  effect  on  farm 
prices  of  potatoes  in  late  spring.    The  extent  of  any  decline  would  also 
be  influenced  by  the  marketing  pattern  of  the  spring  crop  and  remaining 
supplies  from  the  195^+  late  crop. 

USDA  Guides  Recommend  Smaller 
V   Late -Potato  Crop  Acreage 
•     Than  Planted  in  I95I4 

The  acreage  and  planting  guides  announced  recently  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  suggest  that  a  total  of  1,023,500  acres  be  planted  to 
potatoes  in  late  States  in  1955'    This  is  more  than  5  percent  smaller 
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than  corresponding  plantings  in  1^3'^.    On  a  State    "basis,  acreage  reduc- 
tions were  reconmiended  for  Calif ornia,  Colorado,  Connecticut,  Idaho, 
Maine,  Minnesota,  Nevada,  North  Dakota,  Oregon,  South  Dakota,  Utah  and 
Washington.    For  each  of  the  other  States  in  the  late-States  group,  the 
guides  suggest  an  acreage  no  larger  than  that  planted  last  year. 

If  the  acreage  planted  in  each  State  equals  that  suggested  by  the 
Department  and  yields  per  acre  ^are  about  the  same  as  the  1951-5^  average 
for  the  late-States  group,  the  1955  late  crop  of  potatoes  would  be  5  per- 
cent smaller  than  that  of  a  year  earlier. 

Intention  Indications  Point  To  Smaller 
Acreage  Planted  in  Intermediate 
and  Late  States  This  Year 

According  to  estimates  based  on  growers  January  1  planting  inten- 
tions reports,  a  total  of  about  1,133,500  acres  will  be  planted  to 
potatoes  this  year  in  the  intermediate  and  late  States.    This  is  k  per- 
cent less  than  the  total  acreage  in  these  States  in  195^.    The  intentions 
for  1955  indicate  declines  for  all  areas,  with  plantings  in  the  eastern 
late  and  the  central  late  States  each  down  5  percent,  the  v;estern  late 
area  2  percent  smaller,  and  the  intermediate  States  down  1  percent. 

SVJEETPOTATOES 

195^  Crop  Smaller  Than  I953  Crop 

The  195^  crop  of  sweetpotatoes  totaled  29,880,000  bushels,  down 
13  percent  from  that  of  a  year  earlier  and  kl  percent  below  the  10 -year 
(19^3-52)  average.    The  reduction  from  1953  resulted  from  the  smaller 
acreage  harvested  and  the  lower  average  yields  per  acre.    The  yield  of 
86.5  bushels  in  195^  was  the  lowest  since  I9U3. 

Most  of  the  reduction  from  1953  occurred  in  the  South  Atlantic  and 
the  Gulf  States  where  yields  were  reduced  by  dry  weather.    In  New  Jersey, 
California  and  Tennessee,  which  are  also  important  producers  of  sweet- 
potatoes,  production  was  above  that  in  1953  because  of  larger  acreage 
and  yields. 

Prices  Lower  Than  Last  Year 

The  season-average  farm  price  of  the  195^  sweetpotato  crop  has  been 
tentatively  estimated  at  $2.31  per  bushel.    Although  this  is  8  percent 
less  than  the  average  for  the  1953  crop,  it  is  the  fourth  highest  on 
record  dating  back  to  1888.    Ths  peak  season -average  price  received  by 
growers  for  sweetpotatoes  vras  $3.38,  for  the  1952  crop. 

Marketings  were  seasonally  heavy  through  November,  and  mid -month 
prices  received  by  growers  for  sweetpotatoes  were  lower  than  a  year  earlier. 
However,  prices  strengthened  and  in  mid -December  averaged  $2.59  per 
bushel,  about  5  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier.    With  the  bulk  of  the 
195^  sweetpotato  croj)  already  marketed  and  remaining  supplies  somewhat 
smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  prices  received  by  grox/ers  are  expected  to 
continue  higher  than  in  the  same  part  of  the  1953-5^  marketing  year. 
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^SDA  Guides  Suji^e st  Sveetpot&tq 
Acreage  EgLial  "To  That 
Planted  in  195^ 

The  Department  of  Agricultu;  .'e'  ;  acreage  and  marketing  guides  for 
195^,  which  were  announced  on  Janu  tr:.  31;  suggested  a  total  of  35^,000 
acres  "be  planted  to  sweet'pctataes   in  1955.    This  is  alDout  equal  to  that 
planted  in  195^+,  but  about  IS  percent  smaller  than  the  19^+8-52  average. 
Allowing  foi"  a  small  loss  between  the  acreage  planted  and  that  harvested, 
yields  equal  the  average  of  the  psst  5  years ;  would  res'jlt  in  a  total  of 
about  32,5  million  bushels,  9  percent  more  than  the  195^  crop  hut  the 
fourth  lowest  of  record  since  ISSi  . 

DRY  E  )I3LE  BEANS 

Dry  Bean  Crop  In  195^  Slightly- 
Larger  Than  I953  Crop 

The  crop  of  dry  edible  beais  produced  in  195^  totaled  1?  million 
bags  (hundred  pounds,  cleaned  basis),  a  little  larger  than  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  and  5  percent  above  the  average  for  the  years  19^3-52 .  The 
increase  over  the  1953  crop  resulted  from  the  larger  acreage  harvested;  the 
yield  per  acre  was  8  percent  smaller  than  in  1953  "because  of  unfavorable 
weather  in  some  of  the  important  producing  areas. 

Production  By  Classes 

As  in  the  preceding  year.  Pinto  beans  was  the  leading  class  of  dry 
beans  produced  in  195^.    Output  totaled  k,6  million  bags  (cleaned  basis), 
6  percent  smaller  than  the  1953  crop  but  the  second  largest  Pinto  bean  crop 
of  record.    The  Pea  bean  crop,  the  next  largest  class  produced,  amounted 
to  3'1  million  bags,  13  percent  below  a  year  earlier.    The  other  leading 
classes  of  dry  beans  were  Great  Northern,  Large  (Standard)  Limas,  and  Red 
Kidneys.    The  crop  of  Red  Kidney  beans  was  the  only  one  in  this  group  for 
which  production  was  smaller  than  in  1953 • 

Continued  Strong  Demand  For 
Dry  Beans  In  19 5"^- 5 5 

In  general,  the  demand  for  dry  beans  is  expected  to'  continue  fair-ly 
strong  throughout  the  current  marketing  year,  with  total  disappearance 
close  to  the  tonnage  produced  in  195^'    Prices  received  by  farmers  for 
195^-crop  beans  are  expected  to  average  close  to  those  for  the  preceding 
crop . 

The  average  price  received  for  Pinto  beans  may  be  lower  than  in 
1953-5^  because  of  the  larger  supplies  during  the  present  marketing  period. 
The  195^  crop  of  Pintos  was  somewhat  smaller  than  that  of  1953 ^  but  carry- 
over stocks  were  mu<;h  heavier.    On  the  other  hand,  prices  received  for 
white  beans  in  195'+-55  will  be  higher  than  a  year  earlier  largely  because 
of  smaller  supplies.    While  total  exports  of  dry  beans  in  195^-55  may  ex- 
ceed those  of  the  preceding  year,  they  probably  will  be  comprised  mainly 
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of  ..1953 -crop  "beans  shipped  under' Cover nmental  programs.    Domestic  disappear- 
ance of  dry  beanc  may  "be  larger  thaji  in  1953-5-)-  due  to  the  movement  of  old- 
crop  Pinto  beans  into  the  schcol-lunch  program  and  other  eligible  domestic 
outlets : 

Larger  Acreage  In 
Prospect  For  1955 

The  acreage  planted  to  dry  beans  in  1955  is  expected  to  be  larger 
than  last  year.    The  relatively  high  prices  received  for  195^-crop  vhite^ 
red  kidney  and  blackeye  beans  probably  will  encourage  producers  to  increase 
the  acreage  planted  to  those  classes  of  beans.    Little  change  from  195^  in 
the  acreage  planted  to  the  other  classes  of  colored  beans  (including  Pintos) 
and  to  lima  beans  is  expected.    Restrictions  on  acreage  of  some  alternative 
crops  in  some  areas  also  may  stimulate  some  increase  in  beans. 

DRY -FIELD  PEAS 

Crop  Larger  In  195^  Than  Year 
Earlier  But  Belov  Average 


The  195^  dry  field  pea  crop  of  3>077  thousand  bags  (hundred  pounds, 
cleaned  basis)  v/as  3  percent  larger  than  the  preceding  crop,  but  belov  the 
10-year  average.    The  increase  over  1953  resulted  from  both  the  small  in- 
creases in  the  total  acreage  harvested  and  the  average  yield  per  acre. 
Compared  with  the  10-year  (19^3-52)  average,  production  of  dry  peao  was 
down  by  more  than  a  third.    The  average  includes  the  wartime  and  immediate 
postwar  years  when  production  was  encouraged  by  strong  export  demand,  par- 
ticularly for  relief  feeding  programs  overseas. 

Prospective  Food  Use  of 
Dry  Peas  To  Continue  Below 
One  Pound  Per  Capita 

According  to  rough  approximations,  civilian  consumt/tion  of  dry  peas 
during  the  195^-55  marketing  year  is  expected  to  be  from  2  to  -J  of  a  pound 
per  capita,  as  in  recent  years.    In  total,  domestic  food  use  probably  will 
be    around  a  million    bags,    about  a  third  of  the  195^  crop.    Domestic  non- 
food utilization — mainly  as  seed — will  continue  to  be  the  largest  outlet 
for  dry  field  peas. 

In  recent  years  the  largest  part  of  cur  dry  pea  crop  has  been  used 
domestically  as  seed  to  plant  not  only  the  crop  to  be  harvested  as  dry 
peas,  but  also  the  important  crops  harvested  green  for  canning,  freezing 
and  fresh  market  sale.     In  addition,  quantities  are  used  as  livestock  feed 
on  farms  where  dry  field  peas  are  grown.    Exports  in  the  past  few  years 
have  averaged  around  a  fifth  of  our  crop. 
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Prices  Received  For  Dry 
Peas  Likely  To  Remain 
Above  1953-3^ 

Prices  received  by  growers  for  dry  peas  during  the  early  months 
of  the  195^-55  marketing  year  were  below  those  of  the  preceding  season. 
However,  a  strong  export  demand  developed  early  in  the  fall  season  and 
prices  increased.    Mid -month  prices  to  growers  advanced  almost  hO  per- 
cent from  October  to  November,  and  around  15  percent  from  November  to 
December.    The  mid -December  price,  reported  at  $6.07  per  hundred  pounds, 
was  $1.29  higher  than  a  year  earlier  and  the  highest  of  record  for  that 
month  beginning  with  I938.    Because  of  the  hea-'/y  ' export  sales  in  recent 
months,  supplies  available  for  distribution  during  the  remainder  of  the 
current  year  are  smaller  than  in  the  same  period  last  year.    Farm  prices 
of  dry  peas  are  expected  to  remain  above  those  in  1953-54* 

Expansion  In  Acreage 
Likely  In  1955 

Some  increase  in  the  acreage  planted  to  dry  peas  in  1955  is 
expected.    The  higher  farm  prices  than  a  year  earlier  in  prospect  for 
the  remainder  of  the  195^-55  marketing  season  probably  will  encourage 
some  expansion  in  acreage ,    In  addition,  acreage  allotments  on  some 
crops  may  also  result  in  a  larger  acreage  planted  to  peas  in  1955 > 
than  last  year. 
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Table  2.-  Vegetables  for  fresh  market:    Conmerclal  acreage,  production,  and  season  average  price 
per  unit  received  by  farmers,  for  principal  crops,  average  19k'^-^2,  annual  1953  and  195** 


1  Acreage 

Production 

Price  per  unit 

Crop 

Average  : 

1949-52  : 

1953  : 

1954 

Unit 

Average  : 
1949-52  : 

1953  : 

1954  ; 

Average 
1949-52 

:  1953  : 

1954 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

'  1,000 
units 

1,000 

units 

1,000 

units 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Artichokes 

:  7,320 

8,600 

9,000 

:  Box 

:  706 

860 

900 

3.86 

3.60 

3.05 

Asparagus 

!  Uo,770 

U6,220 

42,850 

Crate 

\  3,705 

3,858 

3,'*55 

3.92 

3.86 

4.03 

Beans,  lima 

:  21,760 

18,500 

17,600 

Bushel 

:  1.713 

1,433 

1,351 

2.52 

2.82 

2.72 

Beans,  snap 

179,720 

157,220 

158,500 

Bushel 

•  18,450 

17,342 

17,899 

2.4l 

2.71 

2.42 

Beets 

8,800 

8,290 

8,960 

;  Bushel 

1,644 

1,612 

1,617 

1.32 

1.38 

1.34 

Broccoli  1/ 

39,300 

44,550 

38,650 

Crate 

4,504 

5,292 

4,663 

3.70 

3.29 

3.15 

Brussels 
sprouts  1/ 

5,>*60 

6,000 

6,500 

Ton 

22,625 

34,100 

28,800 

206.55 

201.09 

184.72 

Cabbage  2/ 

11^8,500 

151,510 

143,380 

Ton 

1,181,200  1,232,000  1,135,200 

41.84 

31.20 

27.86 

Cantaloups  2/ 

126,790 

140,070 

153,520 

Crate 

13,916 

15,252 

15,932 

3.10 

3.62 

3.35 

Carrots  1/ 

85,800 

82,150 

80,050 

Bushel 

30,287 

31,381 

31,006 

1.50 

1.60 

1.61 

Ca\iliflower  1/ 

31^30 

29,700 

27,750 

Crate 

12,694 

11,931 

10,010 

1.27 

1.19 

1.33 

Celery  1/ 
Com,  sweet 

37,lUo 
216,720 

36,620 
215,100 

36,630 
225,100 

Crate 
5-do2en 
ears 

22,702 
22,611 

24,003 
23,905 

24,937 
24,856 

2.34 
1.65 

2.18 
1.94 

1.99 
1.77 

Cucumbers 

'♦8,920 

49,000 

52,250 

Bushel 

7,042 

7,528 

8,129 

2.36 

2.80 

2.25 

Eggplant 

5,2U0 

4,500 

4,900 

Bushel 

1,461 

1,342 

1,499 

1.57 

1.60 

1.58 

Escarole 

'♦,020 

4,000 

'^,500 

Bushel 

1,980 

1,960 

2,452 

1.24 

1.15 

1.05 

Oarllc 

2,5*^) 

1,450 

1,950 

Sack 

144 

109 

136 

10.74 

14.60 

13.40 

Honey  balls 

620 

150 

— 

Crate 

80 

15 

4.10 

5.00 

— 

Honey  dews 

9,590 

10,800 

12,300 

Crate 

2,866 

3,460 

3,306 

2.00 

2.12 

2.10 

Kale 

2,850 

3,200 

3,000 

Bushel 

1,145 

1,280 

1,050 

.70 

.50 

.55 

Lettuce 

212,120 

209,620 

206,150: 

Crate 

37,230 

40,170 

40,492 

3.22 

3.04 

3.10 

Onions  2/ 

119,300 

132,220 

115,720 

Sack 

40,938 

49,847 

42,099 

1.58 

.68 

1.16 

Peas,  green 

23,380 

12,570 

14,630' 

Bushel 

2,384 

1,405 

1,422 

2.14 

2.48 

2.43 

Peppers ,  green 

38,760 

41,510 

49,100 

Bushel' 

9,237 

10,082 

11,124 

2.05 

2.25 

1.89 

Shallots 

5,000 

5,400 

4,700 

Barrel: 

136 

157 

127 

7.26 

9.85 

9.43 

50,060 

40,500 

39,050 

Ausne^i 

11,489 

10,288 

9,212 

1.10 

1.09 

1.15 

Tomatoes 

233,560 

234,760 

250,000. 

Bvishel: 

33,961 

3'+,638 

36,435 

3.46 

3-73 

3.45 

Watermelons  h/ 

367,900 

435,150 

'+53,350: 

Melon  ' 

97,807 

109,916 

118,909 

3.56 

4.01 

2.95 

Total 

2,073,370  2,129,360  2,160,090- 

Ton 

9,554.4 

10,255.8 

10,174.7 

75.64 

72.74 

70.98 

1/  Includes  some  quantities  used  for  processing. 
2/  Includes  production  used  for  dehydration. 
3/  Includes  Casabas,  Persians,  and  other  muskmelons. 
^  Price  based  on  1,000  melons. 
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Table   k.-  Vegetables,  fresh:    Representative  prices  (l.c.l.  sales)  at  New  York 
and  Chicago  for  stock  of  generally  good  quality  and  condition  (U.S.  No.l 
when  available),  indicated  periods,  19^U-^3,  vlth  comparisons 


Market,  commodity, 
and  State  of  origin 

Tuesday  nearest  mid -month 

;  1953-5^^ 

195^^-55 

;Dec.  15 

;jan.  12 

Oct.  11 'Nov.  16 

."Dec.  l4 

;jan.  11 

I      LfOX  • 

UOJ,  • 

UOX  • 

UOX . 

UOX  . 

i/OX  • 

B6GU1S  f  sn&p  f  gi*e6Q ^ 

• 

r  J.OFXU.CI 

:  ijusnex 

:  3-^7 

5.36 

5.00 

3.32 

5.25 

;    2  wuA  craiie 

:  3-25 

3-00 

--- 

3.31 

3.33 

DJTOCCOXX  y    OoLLXX  UXUXcl 

:lU 's,  smftll  crate 

:  5.03 

5.00 

3-35 

C8ibl>&ge f  Domes'tlc  y 

:  ±~j/'*  Dusnei 

nOUXlu.  uype  y  r  xofiua 

:  crate 

•               — — 

2.37 

—  —  ~ 

3-56 

2.75 

Cskbb&ge  y  Dfiuiish  'type  ^ 

new  lorK 

;  pO -pound  sacs 

:  1.03 

.00 

1.05 

1.06 

1.02 

Cdxro'ts  y  bunched. y 

ueU-xxoznxa 

:      WuA  crai^ 

:  0.52 

o.Oo 

6.50 

7.00 

6.23 

o.lo 

oarroxs ,  ooppeci. 

M  V»  1^ 

:  jDusnex 

:  1-12 

1.12 

—  —  " 

—  — — 

1.25 

UaUXXX  XOweP  ^  IcXOiS 

:Double-deck  crate 

•            »  — 

'4--33 

— — • 

— — — 

3.07 

3.34 

T?l  ^^^^  H  fi 

;    XO'XJXCIl  Creli/e 

— 

0.00 

5.75 

\./CLXXX  wx^uxci 

1  * 

:    *f  .yf 

7  Ari 

Ool  oi*v     'Pnaoftl  Pftl1*P 

XO^XQCIl  Cxaue 

:  JO**- 

*4-  .0*J 

h.lQ 

4.24 

.UO 

5.30 

VvLWwUUUCXO^    f  XV.IX  XUO 

Diial^Al' 

DUBIieX 

2.77 

A  c;A 

4.35 

0  .cp 

HitaH  a1 

^  cli 

3-00 

3.25 

3.70 

2 .2p 

i;.32 

RReajTolft :  Florida  ■ 

1  -1  /Q  "hii  r»Tft+-A« 

1  60 

X  • 

1  88 

3.29 

1  60 

t  A-i 
X  .OX 

XiCUvU^C^    X^CL^X^         ir^  f  * 

foil  ■f*rM*n  i  ft  • 

5.25 

4.90 

4  7S 
^ .  1  P 

Onions^  Sweet  SpBulsh^  : 

Tr1**Jiri     1  fl.T*ff  A   fill  7 A  " 

X  .00 

1  At 
1.07 

2. Up 

2.pp 

2.30 

v^uxLfUo^   jfcxxvjw^    new  xuxa  • 

uieQ^uiu  s  X  ze  ! 

pu  — pound  SBCiv  . 

oft 

•91 

1.17 

T  At 
l.Ol 

X  .00 

T  Tit 
1.74 

Jreppexs  y  gxeeu ^  r  xoxxoei  \ 

ijusnex  ; 

T  AA 

7 .00 

4.25 

2.03 

0  At 
2.01 

opxnacn ,  tDav oy  liype  y  , 

VcxxXUUo   D  oclOCo  i 

jDUsnex  : 

1.05 

2.19 

1.00 

T      1  A 

l.lo 

2.75 

1  osn&iuoes  y  r  xor xglei  : 

oao,  o*j-xd>  crx<: 

11  .  fO 

A  '7C 

0.75 

— 

7.00 

c  /It 
P  .01 

JaeaxlB  ^    BOokp  y    gxeeU  ^  ; 

VokLexivXQe  ^  rxoxxcLci.  \ 

iiusnex  ; 

3.25 

5.75 

4.50 

5.75 

4.25 

o.pO 

i>ee  us  y  DuncnecL  y  j.  excis  ; 

^  wuA.  ciraxe  : 

2.35 

2.50 

2.75 

J3xOCCOXX^    UclXXxOxuXcl  ; 

Pony  crate  : 

'+.25 

5 .00 

7.00 

5.05 

0.00 

uoLDDGLge^  Uuuieoxxc  AOuno  ; 

wjpv  y    If  XO\«UXlOXXl  « 

pO -pound  sack  : 

.05 

1.00 

1.15 

1.25 

1.25 

u  arrows ,  Duncneu, ,  ; 

t     f*            1  1    1     t     II  _ 

caxixoimia  : 

WGA  crate  : 

5.75 

5.25 

5.75 

5.25 

6.00 

uarroxs ,  xoppeu. ,  xx±  •  : 

30 -pound  sack  : 

.00 

.05 

1.10 

1.10 

1.00 

Celery,  Golden  Hecurt  : 

-  • 

f  ^.oricia  : 

lo-inch  crate  : 

3 .00 

5 .00 

oej.ery,  rascaj.,  uaj-xi  •  : 

l6-inch  crate  : 

3.10 

3,75 

3.50 

4.00 

3*65 

4.10 

uucuinDers ,  r  xorxcia  : 

Bushel  : 

3.60 

8.25 

7.50 

3.40 

5.25 

0.25 

figgpxanx ,  r  xorxua  : 

ijusnex  : 

2.60 

3.90 

2.50 

2.35 

Lettuce,  Iceberg  type,  : 

WGA.  crate,  : 

California 

2  dozen  heads  : 

2.25 

1^.00 

U.50 

2.25 

4.65 

Onions,  Sweet  Spanish, 

California  and  Idaho  : 

30 -pound  seidc  : 

IA5 

1.60 

2.20 

1.90 

2.35 

Onions,  yellow.  Globe, 

Midwestern  : 

30-poiuid  sack  : 

1.05 

1.05 

1.50 

1.85 

1.50 

1.4o 

Peppers,  green,  Texas 

Bushel  : 

6.00 

3.20 

2.15 

2.75 

Spinach,  flat  type,  : 

Texas  : 

Bushel  : 

1.50 

2.20 

1.75 

1.60 

2.00 
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Table  5'-  Vegetables,  coamercial  for  fresh  market:    Average  prices  received 
by  farmers,  U,  S.j  December  195^'-;  vith  comparisons 


Coimnodity 

?  Unit 

0 
L 

Average  first  half 

01  monxn 

»  T 

953 

195i^ 

'  November 

• 

• 
• 

i.  « 

• 

;  Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Beans,  lima 

:  Bu. 

:  2.30 

if-.  00 

2.55 

2o20 

i)-.50 

Beans,  snap 

;  Bu. 

:  2.65 

2.J+0 

2,20 

3^05 

2.50 

Beets 

;  3u. 

:  I0I5 

1»0C 

1.50 

1.20 

1.00 

Broccoli 

:  Crt. 

1  3^65 

3.^+5 

3.55 

3e90 

Cabbage 

Ton 

2S.10 

18.30 

27.^0 

30.00 

ijl.iiO 

Carrots 

I  Buo 

2.10 

2.15 

1.50 

1.85 

2.00 

Cauliflower 

:  Crt. 

1.25 

1.00 

1.25 

1.90 

lc55 

Celery 

;  Crt. 

2ol5 

1.85 

1.80 

2.25 

2,15 

Corn,  sweet 

doz.  ears' 

2,15 

2.80 

1^55 

2.20 

2.50 

Cucumbers 

I  Bu. 

3^95 

1.85 

3.00 

1.95 

2.20 

Eggplant 

:       Bu.  ; 

2.80 

ki.OO 

1.75 

2,50 

1.25 

Lettuce 

:       Crt ,  : 

3^10 

2.50 

it. 15 

^■.75 

2,20 

Onions 

:       Sack  ; 

.60 

.65 

.90 

1.10 

1.05 

Peas,  green 

?  BUo 

3c4C 

3.50 

3.50 

3.^5 

it,  60 

Peppers,  green 

:       Bu.  \ 

1.70 

k.60 

.85 

1^55 

lc70 

Spinach 

;  Bu. 

.95 

1.10 

1,05 

1.15 

1.25 

Tomatoes 

;       Bu.  ! 

3«75 

5.10 

2.90 

it.  25 

it. 30 

Table  6»-  Vegetables,  commercial  for  fresh  markets    Index  numbers  (unadjusted) 
of  prices  received  by  farmers.  United  States,  as  of  the  15th 
of  the  month,  indicated  periods  l/ 

( 1910-19lit=100) 


Period  : 

•  ■ 

Jan. ;Feb. : 

•  • 

Mar. 

)  » 

:Apr .  5 

«  • 

May 

•  e 

ft  • 

: June : 

«  • 

July 

'Aug. 

i                  ■  4 
•  -J 

Sept. ;Oct . i 

«  • 

Nov- 

;Dec, ! 

Aver  a 

1935-39  s 

nit 

121 

133 

130 

125 

98 

87 

32 

Si 

90 

103 

115 

107 

lSkl~k9  • 

288 

305 

310 

308 

277 

215 

207 

196 

193 

20it 

2itl 

2i+6 

2it9 

Year  '. 

1950  • 

257 

213 

195 

276 

231 

211 

200 

170 

156 

165 

2lit 

2i+9 

211 

1951  : 

338 

3i^6 

288 

333 

276 

215 

203 

197 

190 

211 

290 

3i+3 

269 

1952  : 

301 

2it9 

29^ 

3iH 

311 

29i^ 

269 

2h0 

203 

22it 

266 

281 

27it 

1953 

263 

275 

267 

233 

259 

298 

252 

207 

191 

198 

218 

22it 

2^0 

195i+  ■ 

271 

233 

2it6 

225 

279 

200 

2it3 

223 

170 

191 

237 

216 

228 

1/  Revised.    In  addition  to  the  vegetables  included  in  the  series  published  prior 
to  Jan.  195it,  the  following  have  been  added',    broccoli,  sweet  corn,  cuciimbers,  and 
watermelons . 
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Table  7.-   Vegetables  for  comserclal  processing:    Acreage,  juroductlon, 
cmd  season  average  price  per  ton  received  by  farmers, 
average  191*3-52,  annual  1953  and  1954 


Harvested  acreage 


Production 


Price  per  ton 


Crop 

Aversige 
i    19^3-52  \ 

1953  ' 

I95I*  • 

Average! 
19^3-52^ 

1954  5 

Average '. 
1943-52, 

■'-yyj 

1QS4 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

>  CO 

/IWJl  CO 

Acres 

tons 

tons 

tons 

uox . 

88,870 

100. 8so 

07. 6 

Q'^  6 

101,6 

183,00 

202 .80 

226,10 

Beans . 

llaa  1/ 

!  83,160 

110,290 

111.770 

63,0 

106.8 

102,9 

■^J^  •  y^ 

152,80 

i4q . ^0 

snap  J 

127 , 350 

11*2,91*0 

150.900 

232,3 

310.7 

352.3 

109,10 

125 .50 

120,80 

l6,4lo 

16,500 

IS  6so 

ll*l,2 

1S8  Q 

l47,4 

20.70 

20 ,10 

IQ  60 

Cab'bftfire  • 

for  kraut  ! 

17 .UlO 

17.830 

15.980 

177.1 

226.4 

209.6 

14.90 

13, 4o 

11.90 

Corn,  ! 

sweet  2/  i 

1*67,630 

503,31*0 

1*53,210 

1,205.1* 

1,514,1 

1,487,6 

20,60 

23.40 

20,80 

Cucvanbers  : 

for  pick-  : 

les  : 

120,9140 

11*8,560 

11*0,120 

232,6 

330,0 

305.0 

58,60 

64,50 

60.20 

Peas,  : 

green  l/ 

1*30,600 

1*30,900 

1*21*,  360 

1*33.0 

464.6 

398.2 

86,00 

93.60 

91.50 

pijBlen- 

tos  3/  : 

15,61*0 

26,900 

31,300 

17.1* 

34.0 

22.2 

65.00 

99.00 

89.10 

Spinach  : 

38,770 

27,11*0 

26,51*0 

111*. 3 

107.4 

97.3 

47.90 

38.10 

39.70 

Tomatoes  : 

1*48,500 

297,300 

266,650 

3,038.6 

3,234.9 

2,729.2 

27.80 

27.50 

24.20 

Total  : 

1,81*5,050 

1,810,570 

1,737,330 

5,743.5 

6,581.4 

5,953.3 

39.20 

42.10 

40.90 

1/  Production  and  price  on  a  "shelled"  basis. 
2/  Corn  In  the  husk. 

5/  Georgia  and  Tennessee  plus  acreage  contracted  In  other  States  by  Georgia  processors. 


Table  8.-   Frozen  vegetables:    Cold-storage  holdings, 
December  31,  1954,  with  congparlsons 


Commodity 

Dec.  ; 
average  - 
191^9-53  : 

1953  • 

1954 

Dec.  31  i 

Aug.  31  : 

Sept.  30  ! 

Oct.  31  ; 

Nov.  30 

Dec.  31 

1/ 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,600 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

povinds 

Asparagus 

11,100 

16,546 

21,237 

19,648 

17,738 

15,105 

13,358 

Beans,  lima 

93,751 

60,350 

114,078 

123,716 

117,074 

104,568 

Beans,  snap 

51,363 

69,^^15 

86,342 

101,501 

95,386 

87,951 

77,392 

Broccoli 

.  31,174 

48,916 

27,009 

30,841 

35,395 

33,399 

31,230 

Brussels  sprouts 

:  17,221 

25,573 

12,049 

13,872 

19,05), 

25,797 

28,379 

Cauliflower 

15,338 

24,081 

10,472 

11,431 

13,993 

13,299 

12,641 

Com,  sweet 

46,297 

78,04l 

60,405 

91,187 

102,637 

97,534 

38,583 

Peas,  green 

124,677 

155,945 

197,723 

192,153 

167,235 

146,223 

120,732 

Pim^in  and  squash 

10,863 

13,218 

4,269 

3,784 

7,894 

11,121 

10,413 

Spinach 

!  3^M3 

44,779 

36,006 

32,068 

29,459 

26,469 

23,9^6 

Other  vegetables 

>  86,885 

134,321 

86,447 

87,521 

96,508 

115,294 

124,683 

Total 

:  506,806 

704,586 

602,309 

698,084 

709,915 

689,266 

636,425 

1/  Preliminary. 
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Table  9--  Canned  vegetables;    United  States  coirimercial  packs  1953  and  195^ 
and  canners '  and  wholesale  distributors'  stocks,  indicated 
periods  in  195^,  with  comparisons 


Comniodity 


Major  commodities 
Beans,  snap 
Corn,  sweet 
Peas,  green 
Tomatoes 
Tomato  juice  2/ 
Total 

Minor  commodities 

Asparagus 

Beans,  lima 

Beets 

Carrots 

Pickles 

Pimientos 

Pumpkin  and  squash 

Sauerkraut 

Potatoes 

Sweetpotatoes 

Spinach 

Other  greens 

Tomato  products : 
Catsup, chili  sauce 
Paste 

"  Pulp  and  puree 
Sauce 

Vegetables,  mixed 
Total,  comparable 
minor  items 

Grand  total,  com- 
parable items 


Packs 


1953 


195^ 


1,000 
cases 
Ik  1 2 ' £ 


1,000 
cases 
2i+/2 '  £ 


22,611 
30, 932 

27,069 

July 

1 

:  ^0^ 

2, 216: Nov. 
22,0U9:Nov. 

1: 

3,333 

3,447 

30,619" 

Dec, 

31 

:  20^183 

1: 

3,997 

3,793 

28,037 

23,951' 

Dec. 

31 

;  15,113 

12, 189: Nov. 

1: 

3,950 

3,654 

22, 33^ 

21,827. 

Dec. 

31 

:6/ll+,l83 

10,  if  76  r  Nov, 

1: 

i+,l68 

3,748 

37, 75^ 

27,062' 

Dec. 

31 

;V26,802 

21, 489s Nov. 

1: 

4,199 

3,643 

liil,7l8 

130,528! 

:  81,086 

72, 72^5 Nov. 

Ij 

19, 647 

16,285 

4,018 
3,085 
8,583 
2,747 
3/22,440 

1,022 

2,963 
3/12, 226 
2,766 
4,876 
5,407 
2,255 

14,970 
5/6,454 

3,643 
6/5,570 

3,630 

72,768 
214,486 


4,978 
3,520 
N,Ao 
N,A. 
3/20, 740 

693 
2,l4l 

3/11,318 
N,Ao 
N.A. 
N.A, 
N,Ao 

15,935 
5/5,445 

3,159 
8,204 

N.A. 
72,974 
203,502 


Stocks 


Canner  1/ 


'i  / 


Date  \    1953    :    195ir5  Date 


Wholesale 
distributor  l/ 

1953  ;  1954 


1,000 
cases 


1,000 
cases 


24/2 's      24/2 ' s 


Dec . 

31: 

6/918 

1,165 
410 

:J^aly 

1: 

716 

812 

Aug. 

1  : 

193 

iJuly 

Ij 

561 

533 

July 

1  ; 

1,341 

2,070 

:  July 

1: 

1,046 

1,059 

July 

1  : 

551 

1,028 

July 

1: 

480 

429 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 


Dec.  31 


Dec  31 
Dec.  3:. 
Dec.  31 

Dec.  31 


2,247  782 
4/6,375  4/7,233 


5/1,239  5/772 


6/11,487  9,682 

5/6/3,630  5/2,708 

^/oA,6l0  5/891 

5/3A>050  5/4:,  624 


33,641  29,320 
114,727  102,044 


Jan.  1 
Nov,  1 


Jan.  1 
—  f 


1,000  1,C00 
cases  cases 
24/2 ' s    24/2 's 


1,047 


889 


668 
833 


729 


1 

:  1,517 

1,593 

1 

:  1,084 

882 

1 

587 

722 

7,927 

7,427 

27,574 

25,712 

to~standard  cases  of  24  No.  2  cans  by  the  Statistical  and  Historical  Branch  of  AMS.  . 
2/  Includes  combination  vegetable  juices  containing  at  least  70  percent  tomato  juice. 
3/  Crop  for  processing  converted  to  a  canned  basis  by  applying  an  overall  conversion 
factor  (pickles  68  and  sauerkraut  54  cases  equivalent  to  1  ton  fresh).    4/  Reported 
in  barrels;  converted  to  24/2 's  by  using  l4  eases  to  the  barrel.    5/'  California  only. 
6/  Estimated. 

Canners  '  stock    and  pack  data  from  National  Canners  Association,  unless  otherxv^ise 
noted.    Wholesale  distributors'  stocks  from  United  States  Department  of  Commerce, 
Bureau  of  the  Census. 


T7S-115 


21  - 


Table  10.-  potatoes;    Acreage^  yield  per  acre,  and  production; 
average  19^^3-52,  annual  1953  and  195^ 


Harvested  a,&reas,e  '• 

/iel 

d  per 

acre 

:  Production 

Group 

A  TTi^  T>d  t~m 

Average 

.    'Average  * 

:  195^ 

V  e  X  cig  B 

:  1953 

195^ 

of  States 

_ 194 j-^d 

r    1953  ; 
'  » 

19^^3-52; 

1953 

^x94j-p^ 

:  1^000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

•  acres 

acres 

acre  s 

Bu. 

Bu . 

bu_, 

bu,.__ 

Early 

13  States 

303.0 

16^ 

216 

217 

D-u ,  695 

o5,5:?5 

51,931 

Interniedlate 

7  States 

189.1 

105.3 

99.7 

lh9 

168 

158 

27,181 

17;  6^1 

15,715 

Late 

9  Eastern 

505.2 

372,1 

3U9.O 

26k 

303 

127,396 

112,7^3 

101^,646 

9  Central 

,599.2 

360,5 

— 

182 

200 

79,676 

65,66i^ 

67,613 

11  Western  ; 

kk2.7 

382.9 

378  a 

261 

309 

305 

113,079 

118,1+72 

115, 19^^ 

Total  of  late: 

States  : 

1;115.5 

1,065.6 

207 

266 

270 

320,151 

296,879 

287,i+53 

Total  of  36  : 

late  and  : 

intermediate ; 

303,168 

States  : 

1,736.2 

1,220.8 

1,165,3 

200 

258 

260 

3^^7,332 

314,520 

Total  U.S.  : 

2,138,3 

1.52ii.6 

1,^+04-7 

202 

249 

253 

409,027 

380,075 

355,099 

Table  11,-  Sweetpotatoes :    Acreage,  yield  per  acre,    and  production, 
average  i9i(-3-52,  annual  1953  and  195^ 


Group 
and  State 


Central 
Atlantic  l/ 
Lower 

Atlantic  2/ 
South 

Central  3/ 
North 

Central  j+/ 
California 
Total,  United 

States 


I  •  «  •  4 


Harvested  acreage 


Yield  per  acre 


Production 


1,000  1,000 

acres  acres 

177.2  111.0 

301.8  183,2 


11.3 
11.0 


5.2 

11.0 


1,000 
acres 

42.9 

100.0 

186.1 

^.5 
12.0 


5^7.1      350.8  345.5 


Bu. 
130 
91 

87 

98 
110 

93 


Bu^ 
162 

94 

86 

62 
120 

98 


Bu 


1,000  1,000  1,000 
"bu*         "bu :  bu. 


159  6,002  6,531  6,800 
71  16,089  10,393  7,098 
76   26,234    15,712    14, 106 


84 
125 


1,111 


320 


376 
1,500 


1,201  1,320 
86   50,637    3^,276  29,880 


1/  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  Delaware,  and  Virginia.    2/  North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  and  Florida,    jj  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Arkansas, 
Louisiana,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas,    4/  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Missouri,  and  Kansas. 
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Table  12.-  Potatoes;    F.O.B,  prices,  Nev  York  and  Chicago  wholesale 
market  prices,  indicated  periods  195'4-55;  with  comparisons 


New  Crop 
Lake  Okeechobee  Section, 

Florida,  Triumph  (50  pound 

sack)  l/ 
Old  Crop 

San  Luis  Valley;  Colorado, 

Red  McClure  l/ 
Idaho  Falls,  Russet  Burhank 

1/  2/ 

Connecticut  River  Valley 

Points,  Connecticut,  U.S. 

No.  1  5/ 
Aroostook  County,  Maine, 

Katahdin  2/  6/ 
Riverhead,  Long  Island,  and 

■nearby  points  5/ 
Rochester,  West  and  Central 

New  York  5/  6/ 
Lancaster -Allentown  Section 

Pennsylvania,  Katahdin,  U.S. 

No.  1_  - 

\test  Michigan  points,  5^/  6/  7/ 
V/isconsin  points,  Madison, 
VJisconsin.  l/  5/ 


NEW  YOFK 
Katahdin,  Long  Island 
Katahdin,  Maine  2/ 
Russet  Burbank,  Idaho  1/ 

CHICAGO 
Round  Red,  Midwestern 
Russet  Burbank,  Idaho  l/ 


Location  and  variety 

:            1953-54             ;  1954-55 

Week  ended 

Week  ended  I 
  .  — .  i 

;Nov.  i4; Dec. 12; Jan.  16 

Oct.  16;  Nov.  13. 'Dec.  11  .'Jan.  15 

SHIPPING  POINTS 

:     Dol.      Dol.        Dol.      Dol.       Dol.      Dol.  Dol, 

2  .lo 

1.  (y 

i2/l.86 

2/1 . 60 

2/1.50 

2/2.12 

2/1.98  1/1.75 

3/1.96 

:  2.25 

1.82 

4/1-79 

2.14 

2.68 

2.70 

3-26 

:  1.25 

1.20 

1.15 

1.88 

2.05 

2.05 

2.15 

: 7/1.04 

.82 

.92 

7/1.70 

2.10 

1.81 

2.04 

1.44 

1.28 

1.67 

2.20 

2.36 

2.63 

:     1 . 61 

1.37 

1.50 

1.95 

2.50 

2.22 

2.22 

1.64 
.  1.56 

1.44 
■  1.36 

1.36 
1.42 

6/1.80 
1.90 

6/2.49  2/2.36 
2.24  2.04 

2/2.37 
2.14 

1.68 

1.50 

1.38 

1.60 

1.82 

1.86 

1.90 

:                      Tuesday  nearest  mid -month 

:Nov.  17 

Dec  .15: 

.Jan.  19: 

Oct. 19: 

Nov.  16: 

Dec. 14; 

Jan.  18 

:  1.90 
i  4.28 

1.78 
1.81 
4.25 

1.81 
1.90 
4.25 

2.10 
4.35 

2.73 
4.65 

2.73 
2.77 
4.70 

3.10 
3.10 
5.25 

2.35 
:  3.50 

2.10 
3.50 

2.40 
3.35 

1.95 
3.55 

2.40 
3.95 

2.40 
4.25 

2.80 
4.60 

1/  Washed.    2/  2- inch  minimum.    3/  2-3  inch  minimum.    4/  15-20  percentile  oz.  and 
larger.    5/  Various  varieties.    6/'Delivered  sales  shipping  point  basis.    7/  50- 
pcund  price  doubled. 

F.O.B.  prices  are  simple  averages  of  the  mid -point  of  the  range  of  daily  prices 
and  are  compiled  from  Market  News  Reports  of  AMS .    Market  prices  are  submitted 
Tuesday  of  each  week  by  Market  l^evs  representatives. 
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Table  13o-  Sweetpotatoes:    F.O.Bo  prices  at  Southern  Louisiana  points  and  repre~ 
sentative  market  prices  (l.Csl,  sales)  at  New  York  and  Chicago  for  stock  of 
generally  good  quality  and  condition  (U.So  No,  1,  vjhen  available) ^ 
indicated  periods,  195U-55>  with  comparisons 


'                                      Week  ended 

Location  and  variety 

Nov.  Ih 

'Dec.  12 

-»  

•Jan.  16  'Oct.  16 

•  • 

•  • 

'NoVo  13  'Dec,  16 

•  • 

*Jan,  15 

iDollars 

Dollars 

Dollars  Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

FcO.B.  Shipping  Points 
S.v/,  Louisiana  points 

3»08 

3.98 

3.01;  2,70 

3«ii6 

h.32 

h.3k 

Tuesday  nearest  midmonth 

Nov,  17 

Dec,  15 

Jan,  12    Octc  19 

Nov,  16 

Dec,  ih 

Jane  11 

Terminal  Markets  '< 

NEW  YORK 
Jersey  type. 

New  Jersey  . ,  

Porto  Rican, 

North  Carolina  ^ . . , . 

3o53 

2.97 
3.86 

3.18  2„33 
3o98  h.OO 

2,00 

3o89 

2.25 

k.66 

3o25 
Uo88-- 

CHICAGO 
Porto  Rican,  : 
Louisiana  1/  i 

3«90 

U-55 

3.60  3.55 

U.15 

Uc85 

i 

h»90' 

1/  50-pound  crate 0 


F.0«B.  prices  are  sim.ple  averages  of  the  mid-point  of  the  range  of  daily  prices. 
Market  prices  are  for  Tuesday  of  each  week  and  are  submitted  by  Market  News  repre- 
sentatives to  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Section  of  AMS. 


Table  lU.-    United  States  average  prices  received  by  farmers  for  important 
field  crops,  Decanber  l5,  195U,  with  comparisons 


Commodity  and  unit  ] 

Average 

1953     ;  195U 

'     1  January 
August  1909- :  19U7- 
July  19lh    i  December  . 

:      19ii9  ' 

December 

15 

! 

October 
15 

1  November  iDecember 
15       :  15 

• 

Potatoes,  per  bushel 
Sweetpotatoes,  per 

bushel 
Beans,  dry,  edible, 

per  cwt. 
Peas,  dry,  field,  per 

cwt. 

Dollars          Dollars     Dollars    Dollars     Dollars  Dollars 
t       ,681             1.U8         ,699        .932         1,09  1.05 
1       ,878              2.36        2M        2,12           2.22  2,59 
'     3.37               9.92        8,11        7o8l          8.19  Q.3h 
U.60       5.58       i;.31          6.00  6.87 
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Table  15.-  Beans,  dry,  edible:    Acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production, 
average  19^3-52,  annual  I953  and  195^- 


States 
and  class 


Maine,  New  York, 

and  Michigan  2/ 
Neb . ,  Mont . , 

Idaho,  Wyo.,  and 

Washington  3/ 
Colo.,  N.  Mex., 

Ariz. ,  Utah  h/ 
California; 

Large  lima 

Baby  lima 

Other  5/ 

TOTAL  U.  S. 


"karve sted  £^CJre8ge_ 


yie^-^  per  acre 


Average: 


Production  1/ 


1,000    1,000  1,000 


1,000    1,000  1,000 


acres 

acres 

acres 

Pounds 

Po^onds 

Pounds 

bags 

bags 

bags 

623 

513 

565 

922 

1,077 

918 

5,690 

5,523 

5,186 

318 

311 

358 

1,55^ 

1,821 

1,752 

'^,893 

5,662 

-6,271 

kk9 

290 

319 

587 

881 

727 

2,501 

2,556 

2,320 

81 

68 

73 

1,521 

1,857 

1,895 

1,212 

1,263 

1,383 

69 

36 

^3 

1,552 

1,950 

1,958 

1,061 

702 

842 

186 

179 

218 

1,201 

1,377 

1,329 

2,2^3 

-  2,465 

2,897 

1,725 

1,397 

1,576 

1,037 

1,301 

1,199  17,600 

18,171  18,899 

1/  Bags  of  100  pounds,  uncleaned  beans;  includes  beans  for  seed.    2/  Largely  Pea 
beans,  but  most  important  source  also  of  Red  Kidney,  Yelloweye,  and  Cranberry. 
3/  Largely  Great  Northern,  but  Idaho  also  is  the  most  important  source  of  Small 
Reds,    k/  Largely  Pinto  beans.    5/  Mostly  Blackeye,  Small  White,  and  Pink. 

Table  I6.-  Beans,  dry,  edible:    Production  in  selected  areas,  by  major 
types.  United  States,  crop  years  1953  and  195^ 


Pea  (Navy) 
Great 
Northern 
Pinto 

Red  Kidney 
Standard 

lima 
Baby  lima 
Other 

varieties 


=  Michigan  ° 

:                   :  others  1/ 

Colorado  and:  New  York 
others  2/  :  and  Maine 

California 

Total 

;  1953*.  1954;  1953;  1954 

'  1953;  1954  •1953  :i954 

1953;  1954. 

• 

1953;  1954 

Total 


1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000 

bags  3/        bags  3/        bags  3/  bags  j/ 

3,428  2,946       22       27      —      —     157  158 


1,000 
bags  3/ 


1,000 
bags  3/ 


.__      ___  1,819  2,009  — 

10     72  2,385  2,260  2,423  2,182 

87      120      —      — -      —      —  1,062 


955 


—     —  3,607  3,131 

—  1,819  2,009 

50      53  4,868  4,567 

138     135  1,287  1,210 


—  1,137  1,259    1,137  1,259 

—  639     758      639  758 


225  116.  914  1,337  7  11  294  200  2,021  2,405  3,46l  .  4,069 
3,750  3,254  5,l40  5,633  2,430  2,193  1,513  1,313  3,985  4,610  16,818  17,003 


1/  Includes  Montana,  Wyoming,  Nebraska,  and  Washington.  2/  Includes  New  Mexico, 
Arizona,  and  Utah,    j/  Bags  of  100  pounds,  cleaned  basis. 
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Table  17^-  F^as,  dry,  field:    Acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production, 
average  I9U3-52,  annual  I953  and  195^  1/ 


Harvested  acreage 

[         Yield  per 

acre 

[      ,  Production  2/ 

State 

'Average' 
19^+3-52; 

1953 

•  1954 

'Average' 
'jl9^3-52; 

1953 

:  1954 

' Average  * 

: 1943-52; 

1953  : 

195^ 

1,000 
acres 

1,000 
acres 

1,000 
acres 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

1,000 
bags 

1,000 
•bags 

1,000 
bags 

Minnesota 

k 

k 

k 

957 

1,150 

1,200 

39 

^-"^  46 

48 

North  Dakota 

9 

5 

h 

1,02^+ 

1,400 

1,100 

100 

70 

44 

Montana 

20 

6 

k 

1,217 

1,120 

1,400 

230 

67 

56 

Idaho  : 

128 

90 

93 

1,300 

1,275 

1,275 

1,668 

1,148 

1,186 

Wyoming  : 

3 

6 

5 

1,256 

1,600 

1,970 

^3 

98 

Colorado  : 

16 

6 

5 

913 

1,100 

850 

146 

66 

42 

Washington  : 

221 

125 

iko 

1,261 

1,300 

1,330 

2,837 

1,625 

1,862 

Oregon  : 

26 

Ik 

5 

1,115 

1,100 

1,000 

299 

154 

50 

California  : 

3/15 

6 

8 

3/1,119 

1,300 

1,225 

3/150 

78 

98 

Total 

kk3 

262 

268 

1,238 

1,279 

1,300 

5,519 

3,350 

3,^84 

1/  In  commercial  producing  States.  Includes  peas  gro^-ra  for  seed  and  cannery  peas 
harvested  dry. 

2/  Bags  of  100  pounds  uncleaned  peas. 

3/  Short-time  average. 
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NOTICE 

If  you  no  longer  need  this  

pulDlication,  check  here    ^  / 
return  this  sheet,  and  your 
name  will  he  dropped  from  the 
mailing  list. 

If  your  address  should  be 
changed,  write  the  new  address 
on  this  sheet  and  return  the  whole 
sheet  to: 

Agricultural  Marketing  Service, 
United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


